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THE 

TRAVELING 
GAVEL 

 
Possession of the Traveling Gavel 
is the 18th District’s symbol of 
honor for Lodges that fulfill the 
spirit of Masonic Travel. The 
Gavel, along with  its accompany-
ing logbook, remains with the 
Lodge last able to capture it until 
claimed by another Lodge under 
these rules. 

A Worshipful Master and any other 
four (or more) Master Masons from 
his Lodge may claim the Gavel by 
visiting the current Gavel-holders 
for any regular or emergent com-
munication. The claimants must all 
be present from the Opening 
through the Closing of the Lodge. 
In the case of competing claims, 
the Gavel shall go to the visiting 
Lodge with the largest contingent. 
If still tied on that basis, the Master 
of the host Lodge shall decide the 
tie by coin flip. 

Once claimed the new Gavel hold-
ers should record their claim in the 
logbook, and report it to the Dep-
uty and the 18th District Light at 
the first opportunity. The Gavel 
should be prominently displayed 
in the East during all communica-
tions until claimed by another 
Lodge. 

HAPPY TRAVELING! 

The world is my country, all mankind are my 
brethren, and to do good is my religion. 

— Thomas Paine 

THE 18TH DISTRICT BLUEBOOK CAN BE FOUND AT: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tQMIPxzmFirdAeFlXabMTZMMB1Sz-ZJk 

B rethren: 
 

Wow! Can we really be racing toward the end of yet another 
Masonic year? It is indeed November, which means nomina-
tions, elections, and appointments for a new crop of officers, 
with annual installations for all our 18th District lodges fol-
lowing closely behind in December. The hyper-activity of 
September and October gives way to the somewhat more re-
laxed atmosphere of the holiday season running through No-
vember and December as we “fall back” to winter timekeep-
ing on November 3rd. Nevertheless, as we prepare for the 
changing of the guard and our annual celebrations, this 
month’s calendar offers a Thanksgiving smorgasbord of 
meetings and events. 

We kick off the month with Rising Sun’s first Friday Happy 
Hour falling on the 1st of the month, and we end with a 
rather unique event — a celebratory Festive Board hosted by 
LORE (the Lodge of Research and Education) — which will 
require some travel, but should be well worth the effort. 
Look for the flyer and all the details in the GL and Appen-
dant Bodies section of this issue. 

Enjoy the month, and may you and yours experience a safe, 
happy, and healthy Thanksgiving! 

Dave 
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O n Wednesday evening, September 25, 2019, the 
18th, 21st, and 22nd Masonic Districts joined 

together to honor Grand Lodge appointees from 
each District serving on the staff of MW Gregory J. 
Scott, Grand Master of Masons of the State of New 
Jersey. Among them was the 18th District’s own RW 
David J. Lane, Sr., Grand Chaplain. 

Held at Auletto Caterers of Deptford Township, the  
Official Visit of the Grand Master to the three Dis-
tricts was a tried and true Masonic affair, with an ex-
cellent six course dinner followed by the usual cele-
bratory entrance of the elected Grand Line and Hon-
orees, reception of the Grand Master, and all the 
other traditional opening rites. 

M oving on to the introductions and responses of 
the honorees, RW Bro. Lane was introduced 

by RW George Niessner, who regaled the assem-
blage with tales of Dave’s outstanding performance 
as Grand Chaplain, but also a few choice anecdotes, 
such as the time Dave had to “panhandle” for 
change from the cars behind him at a toll station on 
the Garden State Parkway, while other members of 
the Grand Staff watched from his car, all for the lack of an EZ-Pass. (This editor supports you 
Dave! Never had an EZ-Pass, never will!) RW Dave gave a heartfelt response, thanking all 
those who have helped him along his Masonic path, especially his family, and acknowledged 
the room as his extended Masonic family. 

Also honored at the affair were RW Nelson F. Moyer, Grand Chaplain, 21st Masonic District;  
RW Nelson F. Moyer, Grand Chaplain, 21st Masonic District; RW Roger L. Thomas, Grand 
Chaplain, 21st Masonic District; RW Boyd J. Myers, District Ritual Instructor of the 21st Ma-
sonic District; and RW Robert L. Morgan, Jr., District Ritual Instructor of the 22nd Masonic 
District. 

RW David J. Lane, Sr., Grand Chaplain, 
flanked here by Bro. Michael I. Mattes (left) 

and WB John A. Dioszeghy 
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An 18th District Light Editorial: WB David A. Frankel, Editor 

T he latest studies indicate that 27% of American adults — more than one in four — have 
not read a book, nor any part of a book, in any format, in the last year! Are you one of 

them? When someone walks into your home, will they see a bookshelf in view (with books on 
it, not knick-knacks)?  

Since the dawn of recorded history, the collective wisdom of the human race has been chiseled, 
written, or printed in some tangible form of expression. The phrase is even immortalized in 
U.S. Copyright law: Copyright subsists in original works of au-
thorship fixed in a tangible medium of expression. Be it stone tab-
let, papyrus scroll, or the printed page, the knowledge, wisdom, 
creativity, and opinions of mankind have been “written down” for 
roughly five thousand years. 

It is only in the last thirty or forty years that we have seen the con-
version of the printed word into digital impulses that flash across 
the ever shrinking screens of computers, tablets, cell phones, and 
now, even wristwatches. And although much of the collective wis-
dom of mankind may be available through the modern miracle of 
electronics, cyberspace, and “the cloud,” we have, at the same 
time, engendered a culture that prizes brevity and rapidity over 
depth and reflection. I have had brothers complain to me that 
e-mails of only a few sentences or a couple of paragraphs are “too 
long” to be read in their entirety, and that there was only time to 
scan them. Aside from the fact that 19 times out of 20, scanning 
something means that you will misunderstand, misinterpret, or 
simply miss the critical point of the communication, what else 
does that say about our culture — and more importantly — about 
our character as Freemasons? 

M odern Freemasonry was born out of “The Enlightenment.” 
Its development was driven by men with scientific curiosity 

and a desire to understand not only the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe, but also the details — the “symmetry and order” — of 
his grand design. 

The latest 2019 figures show a 
worsening situation from the il-
lustrated numbers, which are 

from last year, 2018. 
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If we, as Freemasons, expect to honor our forebears and the roots of our fraternity, it is incum-
bent upon us to remember that we are meant to be enlightened, to be better informed, more 
thoughtful, and more insightful then our profane counterparts. The lessons of the second de-
gree teach us to study the liberal arts and sciences, just as the first degree admonishes that a  
“virtuous education” is part of the path to perfection — but I have conversed with many a new, 
younger Mason, who has decried the absence from his formal education of some of the most 
basic subjects of the Trivium and Quadrivium. 

“Enlightenment,” as well as far more basic concepts, no longer seems to be available in what 
passes for primary, secondary, and even higher education in many places today. During my 
own college years, I remember developing the philosophy that you pay your college tuition for 
the privilege of educating yourself. Similarly, it has become our duty as Masons to overcome 
any shortcomings in our education, to escape the limitations of our own encapsulated view-
points, and to take responsibility for enlightening ourselves. 

S uch has become the way of the world. If you expect to be knowledgeable and well-
informed, you cannot, you must not, rely on the pre-digested, propaganda-ized, concen-

trated-through- a - s i n g l e -
m i n d e d - o n e - sided-lens-
o f - o p i n i o n , kind of mis-
i n f o r m a t i o n that passes 
for reading ma- terial or 
news on the internet and 
networks of to- day. You 
must seek out true enlight-
enment for y o u r s e l f . 
And that means READING 
— in books, in newspapers 
of differing edi- torial bents 
— not only what repre-
sents the news and opinions 
and culture of today, but 
d o i n g  s o against a 
backdrop of 5000 years worth of collective human knowledge that you WON’T acquire by 
scanning headlines and click-bait on the internet. 

Whether you read for pleasure or to be informed; whether you read the printed word or its 
electronic counterpart; take the time to read, to think, to educate, and to enlighten yourself. We 
owe that to ourselves; we owe that to Freemasonry; we owe that to the world. 
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If you can keep your head when all about you 

 Are losing theirs and blaming it on you, 
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 

  But make allowance for their doubting too; 
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 

  Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 

  And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 
 

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master; 
  If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim; 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
  And treat those two impostors just the same; 

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken 
  Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
  And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools: 

 
If you can make one heap of all your winnings 

  And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
  And never breathe a word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew 
  To serve your turn long after they are gone, 
And so hold on when there is nothing in you 

  Except the Will which says to them: “Hold on!” 
 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 
  Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 
  If all men count with you, but none too much; 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
  With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run, 

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it, 
  And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son. 

 

 

 

 

Rudyard Kipling 
1865-1936 

If was first published in 1910 in 
Rewards and Fairies, a collection 
of Kipling's poetry and short-
stories. 

In the posthumously published 
autobiography Something of My-
self (1937), Kipling said that his 
poetic inspiration for the poem 
was the military actions of Lean-
der Starr Jameson, leader of the 
failed Jameson Raid against the 
Transvaal Republic in the First 
Boer War. 

In that same autobiography 
Kipling wrote: “In 1885, I was 
made a Freemason by dispensa-
tion (being under age) in The 
Lodge of Hope and Perserverance 
782E.C. because the Lodge hoped 
for a good Secretary.” 
 

Editor: This is my favorite poem of 
all time; that it is of Masonic au-
thorship is a special bonus. It was 
first presented in the District Light  
in February 2016, but I present it 
here again for our newest mem-
bers who may not be familiar with 
Bro. Kipling, the fact that he was a 
Freemason, or with his poem, If. 



 9 

F or those who immediately wondered at the title — no — we didn’t get the middle name wrong. Jo-
hann Christian Bach was the eighteenth child of Johann Sebastian Bach and the youngest of eleven 

sons. Johann Sebastian’s prolificity was evidently not limited to his compos-
ing! Born September 5, 1735, to a 50 year old Johann Sebastian and Anna 
Magdalena Bach, in Leipzig, Germany, Johann Christian followed in his fa-
ther’s musical footsteps as a classical composer. His father instructed Johann 
Christian in music until his own death in 1750, despite distinct differences in 
their musical styles. Johann Christian would eventually become a Freemason 
in the Lodge of the Nine Muses No. 235, in London. 

After his father's death, Johann Christian lived and worked with his second-
oldest half brother, Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach, who was twenty-one years 
older and considered to be the most musically gifted of Bach's sons. Neverthe-
less, Johann Christian’s career showed much promise as both a composer and 
a performer. He composed cantatas, chamber music, keyboard and orchestral works, operas and sympho-
nies. 

From 1754 to 1762, J. C. Bach lived in Italy where he studied with Padre Martini in Bologna. He became 
organist at the Milan cathedral in 1760. During his time in Italy he devoted much of his time to the com-
position of church music. 

I n 1762, Bach traveled to London to premier three operas at the King's Theatre. Success established his 
reputation in England and he became music master to Queen Charlotte. In 1766, Bach met and married 

soprano Cecilia Grassi. He performed symphonies and concertos at the Hanover Square Rooms, London’s 
most significant concert venue in the heart of fashionable Mayfair. The area provided a well-to-do audi-
ence for his performances. One of London’s primary literary circles, included such notables as Jane Tim-
bury, Robert Gunnell Esq., Lord Beauchamp and Her Grace the Duchess of Buccleuch. They were all ac-
quainted with Bach and were regular attendees at his events.  

By the late 1770s, both Bach’s popularity and finances were in decline, the latter situation due in no small 
part to his steward embezzling substantial sums of money. At the time of his death on New Year's Day 
1782, he had become so indebted that Queen Charlotte stepped in to cover the expenses of his estate and 
provide a life pension for Bach's widow. He was buried in the graveyard of St. Pancras Old Church, Lon-
don. 

In 1764, Bach met with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, who was aged eight at the time and had been brought 
to London by his father. Bach then spent five months teaching Mozart in composition. Bach is widely re-
garded as having a strong influence on the young Mozart, described by some scholars as Mozart’s only 
true teacher. Mozart arranged three sonatas from Bach's Op. 5 into keyboard concertos and, in later life, 
often acknowledged the artistic debt he felt he owed to Johann Christian Bach. 
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18th District MW&PM Association at 6:45pm before DLI at 7:30pm 

 Wednesday Lodge/Location 

 January 23 Audubon-Parkside No. 218 
 (4th Wednesday) (@ Audubon Temple) 
 

 February 13 Collingswood-Cloud No. 101 
  (@ Audubon Temple) 
 
 

 March 13 Laurel No. 237 
  (@ Laurel Temple) 
 

 April 10 Lazarus No. 303 
  (@ Haddonfield Temple) 
 

 May 8 Mozart No. 121  
  (@ Audubon Temple) 
 

 Tues., June 11 Merchantville No. 119 
 (joint GLI w/19th) (@ Merchantville Temple) 
 

 September 11 Rising Sun No. 15 
  (@ Haddonfield Temple) 
 

 October 9 USS New Jersey No. 62 
  (@ Merchantville Temple) 
 

 November 13 Qualification Teams 
  (@ Merchantville Temple) 
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 SUNDAY LODGE 
 

 January 6 Mozart 
 January 13 Merchantville 
 January 20 Rising Sun 
 February 3 USS New Jersey 
 February 17 Lazarus 
 March 10 Collingswood-Cloud 
 March 17 Audubon-Parkside & Laurel 
 March 24 Merchantville 
 March 31 Mozart 
 April 7 Rising Sun 
 April 21 USS New Jersey 
 May 5 Lazarus 
 June 2 Laurel 
 June 9 Merchantville 
 June 16 Mozart 
 June 23 Rising Sun 
 June 30 Collingswood-Cloud 
 July 7 Audubon-Parkside & USS New Jersey 
 July 21 Lazarus 
 August 18 Laurel 
 August 25 Merchantville 
 September 1 Mozart 
 September 8 Rising Sun 
 September 22 USS New Jersey 
 October 6 Lazarus 
 October 20 Collingswood-Cloud 
 October 27 Audubon-Parkside 
 November 3 Laurel 
 November 10 Merchantville 
 November 17 Mozart 
 November 24 Rising Sun 
 December 8 USS New Jersey 
 December 22 Audubon-Parkside & Lazarus 
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RECENT TRAVELS 
OF THE 

TRAVELING GAVEL 
 

Moved to 
LAUREL on 

November 10, 2017 
 

NEW RULES 
TOOK EFFECT 
January 1, 2019 

 
Moved to 

MERCHANTVILLE on 
January 4, 2019 

 
Moved to 

RISING SUN on 
January 18, 2019 

 
Moved to 

USS NEW JERSEY on 
February 6, 2019 

 

WHO’S NEXT? 

AUDUBON-PARKSIDE LODGE No. 218 
3rd Monday @ Audubon Temple 

305 East Atlantic Avenue 
Audubon, NJ 08106 

 
COLLINGSWOOD-CLOUD LODGE No. 101 

2nd Tuesday @ Audubon Temple 
305 East Atlantic Avenue 

Audubon, NJ 08106 
 

LAUREL LODGE No. 237 
1st & 3rd Friday @ Laurel Temple 
Atlantic Avenue and Stone Road 

Laurel Springs, NJ 08021 
 

LAZARUS LODGE No. 303 
1st Monday @ Haddonfield Temple 

16 East Kings Highway 
Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 
LOGIA CAMPANA DE LIBERTAD No. 376 

4th Tuesday @ Merchantville 
6926 Park Avenue 

Merchantville, NJ 08109 
 

MERCHANTVILLE LODGE No. 119 
2nd & 3rd Friday @ Merchantville Temple 

6926 Park Avenue 
Merchantville, NJ 08109 

 
MOZART LODGE No. 121 

1st  Tuesday @ Audubon Temple 
305 East Atlantic Avenue 

Audubon, NJ 08106 
 

RISING SUN LODGE No. 15 
1st & 3rd Wednesday @ Haddonfield Temple 

16 East Kings Highway 
Haddonfield, NJ 08033 

 
USS NEW JERSEY LODGE No. 62 

3rd Monday @ Merchantville Temple 
6926 Park Avenue 

Merchantville, NJ 08109 

RECENT TRAVELS 
OF THE 

TRAVELING GAVEL 
 

Moved to 
LAUREL on 

November 10, 2017 
 

NEW RULES 
TOOK EFFECT 
January 1, 2019 

 
Moved to 

MERCHANTVILLE on 
January 4, 2019 

 
Moved to 

RISING SUN on 
January 18, 2019 

 
Moved to 

USS NEW JERSEY on 
February 6, 2019 

 
Moved to 

MERCHANTVILLE on 
March 18, 2019 

 

WHO’S NEXT? 



 13 

 

13 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=5l3hgs9net006u7qph4neeoo08%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York 

AP = Audubon-Parkside 
CC = Collingswood-Cloud 
LB = Liberty Bell 

LL = Laurel 
LZ = Lazarus 
MV =Merchantville 

MZ = Mozart 
RS = Rising Sun 
US = USSNJ 

MASONIC VILLAGE VISITATIONS 
Sunday, November   3 — Laurel 
Sunday, November 10 — Mozart 
Sunday, November 17 — Merchantville 
Sunday, November 24 — Rising Sun 

 

DST ends 

 

“Fall Back” 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

 

 
RS Happy Hr 

LL 
OES #201 OV 

2 

3 
 
 
 

LL Masonic 
Village Visit 
 

4 
 

 

 
Hi-12 

 
LZ 

5 
 

 
MZ 
Crusade 
Commandery 

6 
 

RS Program 
The Chamber 
of Reflection 

7 
 

 
 
 
OES #140 

8 
 

 
 
 
MV 

9 
OES #201 
Annual 
Basket 
Auction 

10 
MZ Masonic 
Village Visit 
 

OES #140 
Pork & Sauer-
kraut Dinner 

11 
 
 
 
Van Hook 
Council 

12 
 

 
 
 
CC 

13  
M&W & DLI 
@ MV 
DLI for Incom-
ing WMs and-
Qualifying 
Teams Only 

14 15 
 

 
 

LL 
MV 

16 
 

 
 
MZ Poker 
Tournament 

17 
MV Masonic 
Village Visit 

18 
 

Hi-12 
 

AP 
US 

19 
 

 
 
 
MZ FC° 

20 
 
 
RS “Annual” 
(Elections) 

21 22 
 
 
 
Scottish Rite 
Dinner 

23 

24 
RS Masonic 
Village Visit 

25 
 

 
 
Zerubbabel 
RA 

26 
 
 
CC MM° 
LB 

27 28 29 30 
 
LORE 
Festive 
Board (see 
flyer) 

GREEN — 18th District Lodges 
BLACK — District/GL matters 
RED — Social Functions 
ORANGE — Appendant Bodies 
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The following pages are intended to promote Masonic 
events and are offered as a courtesy by the 18th Dis-
trict Light to the event sponsors. The 18th District 
Light is not responsible for the accuracy of the infor-
mation, cancellations, nor for accepting reservations.  
For information or reservations for an event, please 
follow the instructions  given in the event flyer. 

Traveling 
 

 
 

It ’s What We Do 



Friday, Nov. 1, 2019 
Starts at 5:00 pm 
Stay as long as you want! 

$5.00 donation requested 
BYO to SHARE encouraged 

Friday, Nov. 1, 2019 
Starts at 5:00 pm 
Stay as long as you want! 

$5.00 donation requested 
BYO to SHARE encouraged 

OPEN TO ALL! OPEN TO ALL! 

MONTHLY MONTHLY 

For further information or to let us know you’re coming: 
Jeff Earnhart at  jearnha@gmail.com  OR  (856) 834-6854 

e|á|Çz fâÇ _Éwzx 

 Join us to kickoff your Friday night or 
stick around to schmooze with Brothers 

and Prospective Members! 



e|á|Çz fâÇ _Éwzx 
    No. 15 F&AM 

The Chamber 
Of Reflection 

Please join us for our 
Regular Communication 

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
 

Be our guest for dinner at 6:30 pm 
 

“Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner” 
Roast Turkey & all the Fixin’s 

 

RSVP to JW Mark Friedrich 
markfriedrich54@gmail.com -or- (856)571-4117 

 
 

Lodge Opens at 7:30 pm 
 

 

Featuring a presentation by 
WM Timothy Boyle 

 

The Chamber 
Of Reflection 





cordially invites 
all Masons 

to join us as we 
confer the 

Fellowcraft 
Degree 

Tuesday Evening 
November 19, 2019 

Dinner at 6:00 pm 
Degree at 7:00 pm 

Audubon Masonic Temple 
305 East Atlantic Avenue 

Audubon, NJ 08106 
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